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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
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Debbie Hasse 
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dhasse@lincolnaward.org
LINCOLN FOUNDATION WELCOMES 3 NEW JUDGES
NAPERVILLE, June 12, 2006 - The Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excellence Board of Directors is pleased to announce 3 new judges have been appointed to the 2006 Panel of Judges.  The Foundation is fortunate to have this caliber of people serving in the Judge’s role.
The first judge, Shelly Pierce, is the Corporate Director for patient Relations at Southern Illinois Healthcare in Carbondale.  Shelly served as a Malcolm Baldrige Examiner at the national level and has previously been a judge for the Missouri Quality Program.  The second judge, Michelle Darnell, is the Vice President of Systems Improvement for St. Mary’s Good Samaritan in Mt. Vernon.  St. Mary’s was a 2003 Lincoln Gold Award Recipient.  This is part of the SSM Health Care System, a national Malcolm Baldrige winner.  Michelle has been involved with The Lincoln Foundation since 1997.  Thirdly, Carl Saunders, a retired Caterpillar, Inc. Six Sigma Master Black Belt, has joined the Foundation as a judge.  He spent 27 years in manufacturing, purchasing, logistics, quality, and operations management positions.
The Lincoln Foundation is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting, enabling, and directly organizational growth and continuous performance improvement for all varieties of organizations.  In addition to providing training and programs promoting performance excellence.  The Lincoln Award for Excellence is the state of Illinois’ quality recognition process.  The award criteria follow the established, and highly prestigious, Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Program.  Each year the Foundation presents awards at three levels for performance excellence.  For more information regarding The Lincoln Foundation, visit the Foundation’s website at www.lincolnaward.org.
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