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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excellence Honor
  Four Illinois Organizations with Prominent 2009 Lincoln Award
Naperville, IL – 4, January 2010 – The Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excellence today announced the 2009 recipients of the Illinois Quality Awards Program.  The prestigious annual award recognizes Illinois organizations based on a three-tiered award process modeled after the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Criteria.  This achievement identifies these four organizations as leaders in contributing to the economic development and competitiveness of Illinois
The annual awards program this year recognizes four organizations at two levels.  For 2009 one recipient earned the Lincoln Silver Award for “Progress Towards Excellence” for demonstrating sound and notable continuous improvement processes.  This organization is:
· Memorial Health System, Springfield
Three additional Illinois organizations have been awarded the 2009 Lincoln Bronze Award for “Commitment to Excellence” for their earnest efforts to adopt and apply continuous improvement principles. These organizations include:  
· Black Hawk College, Moline
· Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund, Oak Brook
· St. Mary’s Hospital, Decatur
“The State of Illinois is facing over powering challenges,” says Paul G. Kuchuris, Jr., President and CEO of The Lincoln Foundation.  “Healthcare and educational institutions as well as government entities continue to struggle in today’s economic climate to maximize their efficiency and utilization.  
This year’s recipients are outstanding examples of organizations that understand the impact and benefit that comes from an on-going journey to excellence.  They are maximizing the impact of their activities 
through the use of an aligned, focused framework of excellence:  The Baldrige framework.  We are proud to honor and recognize our four recipients for their achievement and commitment to continuous improvement.  It is through organizations like these that Illinois will grow economically and environmentally for all who live here.” 

On Thursday, January 14, 2010, The Lincoln Foundation will be honoring the 2009 Lincoln Award recipients at Tellabs in Naperville.   The keynote speaker for this special event will be Janet Crutchfield, Senior Corporate Director Quality, The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, which has been awarded the prestigious Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award twice. Janet will be highlighting the role of customer improvement strategies to success in today’s business environment. Additional information on the Recognition Ceremony is available at www.lincolnaward.org or by calling 630.637.1595 x3.

About The Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excellence:


The Lincoln Foundation for Performance Excellence is a 501 (C) (3) corporation backed by both private and public funding that assist Illinois organizations to continuously improve their performance by encouraging, developing, and highlighting excellence among all sectors of the economy:  industry, service, health care, education, nonprofit and government.  The Foundation hosts a number of events and trainings throughout the year around organizational development and process improvement. For more information on how your organization can benefit from services provided by The Lincoln Foundation visit www.lincolnaward.org.
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